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President Johnson’s administration made 

tremendous strides in the garnering of civil 
rights of all Americans. Let us be reminded 
that the barriers to freedom are still tumbling. 
Indeed, it is not yet the beginning of the end. 
But it is the end of the beginning. The nation 
owes the end of the beginning to the leader-
ship, foresight, and effectiveness of President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson. President Johnson 
and his administration have started the Nation 
on its trek to assure civil rights and freedoms 
to all, but the battle is not yet won, and we 
must continue to march on, in the courageous 
spirit of President Johnson, until victory is 
won, and all people are free. 

In his very eloquent speech to the full Con-
gress, President Johnson echoed Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s famous words, ‘‘We Shall 
Overcome.’’ President Johnson’s delivered his 
speech on March 15, 1965, a week after 
deadly racial violence erupted in Selma, Ala-
bama, as African Americans were attacked by 
police while preparing to march to Mont-
gomery to protest voting rights discrimination. 

In his speech, President Johnson chal-
lenged the members of Congress, by stating ‘‘I 
want this to be the Congress—Republicans 
and Democrats alike—which did all these 
things for all these people. Beyond this great 
chamber—out yonder—in fifty states are the 
people that we serve. Who can tell what deep 
and unspoken hopes are in their hearts tonight 
as they sit there and listen? We all can guess, 
from our own lives, how difficult they often find 
their own pursuit of happiness, how many 
problems each little family has. They look 
most of all to themselves for their future, but 
I think that they also look to each of us.’’ 

This speech was historic not only in what it 
asked of Congress, but also, what it asked of 
the American people. I encourage everyone to 
read the text of this historic address in its en-
tirety. 

I will close with the words that President 
Johnson delivered in his historic commence-
ment speech on June 4, 1965 before Howard 
University: 

‘‘The Scripture promises: ‘I shall light a can-
dle of understanding in thine heart, which shall 
not be put out.’ Together, and with millions 
more, we can light that candle of under-
standing in the heart of all America. And, once 
lit, it will never again go out.’’ 

President Johnson has lit the candle, let us 
today continue to carry it and make sure that 
it will never go out. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
would yield back the balance of my 
time and urge adoption. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 354. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS 
MONTH 

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-

lution (H. Res. 1106) expressing support 
for designation of April 2008 as ‘‘Na-
tional Autism Awareness Month’’ and 
supporting efforts to devote new re-
sources to research into the causes and 
treatment of autism and to improve 
training and support for individuals 
with autism and those who care for in-
dividuals with autism. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1106 
Whereas autism is a developmental dis-

order that is typically diagnosed during the 
first 3 years of life, robbing individuals of 
their ability to communicate and interact 
with others; 

Whereas autism affects an estimated 1 in 
every 150 children in the United States; 

Whereas autism is four times more likely 
to occur in boys than in girls; 

Whereas autism can affect anyone, regard-
less of race, ethnicity, or other factors; 

Whereas it costs approximately $80,000 per 
year to treat an individual with autism in a 
medical center specializing in developmental 
disabilities; 

Whereas the cost of special education pro-
grams for school-age children with autism is 
often more than $30,000 per individual per 
year; 

Whereas the cost nationally of caring for 
persons affected by autism is estimated at 
upwards of $90,000,000,000 per year; 

Whereas despite the fact that autism is one 
of the most common developmental dis-
orders, many professionals in the medical 
and educational fields are still unaware of 
the best methods to diagnose and treat the 
disorder; and 

Whereas April 2008 would be an appropriate 
month to designate as ‘‘National Autism 
Awareness Month’’ to increase public aware-
ness of the need to support individuals with 
autism and the family members and medical 
professionals who care for individuals with 
autism: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States House of 
Representatives— 

(1) expresses support for designation of a 
‘‘National Autism Awareness Month’’; 

(2) recognizes and commends the parents 
and relatives of children with autism for 
their sacrifice and dedication in providing 
for the special needs of children with autism 
and for absorbing significant financial costs 
for specialized education and support serv-
ices; 

(3) supports the goal of devoting new re-
sources to researching the root causes of au-
tism, identifying the best methods of early 
intervention and treatment, expanding pro-
grams for individuals with autism across 
their lifespans, and promoting understanding 
of the special needs of people with autism; 

(4) stresses the need to begin early inter-
vention services soon after a child has been 
diagnosed with autism, noting that early 
intervention strategies are the primary 
therapeutic options for young people with 
autism, and that early intervention signifi-
cantly improves the outcome for people with 
autism and can reduce the level of funding 
and services needed to treat people with au-
tism later in life; 

(5) recognizes the shortage of appropriately 
trained teachers who have the skills and sup-
port necessary to teach, assist, and respond 
to special needs students, including those 
with autism, in our school systems; and 

(6) recognizes the importance of worker 
training programs that are tailored to the 
needs of developmentally disabled persons, 
including those with autism, and notes that 

people with autism can be, and are, produc-
tive members of the workforce if they are 
given appropriate support, training, and 
early intervention services. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. WYNN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 

Res. 1106, which designates April 2008 
as National Autism Awareness Month 
and supports efforts to devote new re-
sources to research into the causes and 
treatment of autism spectrum disorder. 

Autism is a developmental spectrum 
disorder which inhibits an individual’s 
ability to communicate and interact 
with others. For parents eager to com-
municate with their child, there is 
nothing more painful than watching 
their child fail to provide either a 
verbal or non-verbal cue of responsive-
ness. Affecting an estimated 1 in every 
150 children and costing an estimated 
$90 billion to care for those with this 
disorder, the toll of autism spectrum 
disorder on our country is significant. 

The resolution before us supports the 
goals of devoting new resources to re-
searching the root causes of autism, 
expanding programs for individuals 
with autism spectrum disorder across 
their life span and promoting under-
standing of the special needs of people 
with autism spectrum disorder. This 
resolution also emphasizes the need for 
early intervention services, starting as 
soon as the child has been diagnosed 
with autism. 

While there is currently no available 
cure for autism spectrum disorder, 
early behavioral intervention strate-
gies significantly improve the outcome 
for those suffering from autism. These 
strategies can also reduce the level of 
funding and services necessary to treat 
people later in life. 

I would like to note for the record, 
Mr. Speaker, Ms. Daisy Maggette, my 
constituent from the Fourth District of 
Maryland, who has been a tireless ad-
vocate and activist in the fight against 
autism in our community. 

I would also like to thank my col-
league, Congressman DAVID REICHERT, 
for his work in bringing this resolution 
to the floor today. I would also like to 
thank Congressman MIKE DOYLE for his 
leadership on this issue. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of H. Res. 1106. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise today in strong support of 
House Resolution 1106, acknowledging 
the month of April as National Autism 
Awareness Month and supporting re-
search efforts for the causes and treat-
ment of autism, as well as the very spe-
cial and enormous challenges faced by 
the parents of autistic children. 

As founder and cochair of the Con-
gressional Autism Caucus that I 
formed along with my good friend and 
colleague MIKE DOYLE back in 2001, I 
am very pleased to be here in strong 
support of this resolution. I would note 
parenthetically that we have 165 mem-
bers in our caucus from both sides an-
other aisle. I think with that kind of 
strength, we have been able to push a 
lot of new funding, both at NIH and 
CDC, which is I think appreciated by 
the community. 

Awareness, Mr. Speaker, is in fact a 
crucial part of our fight, again making 
this resolution important. The more we 
inform and educate the general public 
about autism spectrum disorders, the 
earlier the medical community can ef-
fectively diagnose children with au-
tism and get them the help that they 
need, and that is important news for 
the 1.5 million children and adults who 
currently suffer from autism spectrum 
disorders and their families. 

I would like to first and foremost rec-
ognize and commend the parents and 
the families of individuals with autism 
for their sacrifice and dedication in 
providing for the special needs of their 
children and brothers and sisters with 
autism. 

b 1700 

They are heroic. I also want to ex-
tend heartfelt thanks and appreciation 
to the teachers, physicians, therapists, 
and all other advocates who work with 
such diligence and compassion to sup-
port individuals with autism and their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, when I was first elected 
back in 1980, the prevalence of autism 
was estimated to be one out of every 
10,000. Just 10 years ago, that number 
had been changed or updated to be one 
child in every 500. Today, it is esti-
mated that one in 150 children in the 
United States will have autism spec-
trum disorder; and, once diagnosed, 
early intervention is key to signifi-
cantly improving the outcome of indi-
viduals with this developmental dis-
order. 

Autism, as we know, robs individuals 
of their ability to communicate and 
interact with others in society, but 
early intervention can help those indi-
viduals live a more satisfying life. I 
recognize the success of the worker 
training programs tailored for Ameri-
cans with autism. With proper support, 
training, and early intervention, people 
with autism can be more productive 
members of our workforce. 

I would like to thank the author of 
the resolution, Mr. DAVID REICHERT of 

Washington, for his leadership in rais-
ing autism awareness and commending 
the efforts of those who care for indi-
viduals with autism. 

It is important that, in addition to 
this important awareness resolution, 
that we move forward in Congress with 
other important legislation to help 
those with autism and their families, 
such as the bill that I have introduced, 
along with MIKE DOYLE, called the 
Global Autism Assistance Act. This 
bill would establish a $10 million pro-
gram to fund projects to address au-
tism in the developing world over a pe-
riod of 3 years. Grants would aim to 
raise awareness and understanding of 
autism and to aid service providers in 
less developed countries. The idea ac-
tually came when I was in Lagos in Ni-
geria and met with some individuals 
who are caring for autistic children 
who are absolutely without funds, and 
yet through love and through expertise 
they were helping children. But only a 
small number of kids were getting help 
in Nigeria, and that is where the idea 
was formed. 

Another critical initiative is a bill 
that I joined MIKE DOYLE in intro-
ducing, called the Expanding the Prom-
ise for Individuals with Autism Act, 
H.R. 1881, which would authorize $350 
million over 5 years to improve access 
to comprehensive treatment, interven-
tion, and services for individuals with 
autism and their families, including 
adults with autism. Among its impor-
tant provisions, it would create a task 
force of experts to evaluate current 
therapies and services, establish sev-
eral grant programs to assist States to 
provide services for children and adults 
with autism, and call for a study of 
public and private financing of treat-
ments and services. 

You hear a lot about the lack of bi-
partisanship in Washington, DC, these 
days, Mr. Speaker. In the fight to com-
bat autism, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Members on both sides 
of the aisle are united and committed 
to providing care and services for indi-
viduals with autism and the families. 

I urge strong support for this resolu-
tion. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, before I 

yield the balance of my time, I want to 
recognize the gentleman and thank 
him for his leadership on this issue. He 
has been truly committed. I also again 
would like to recognize the work of Mr. 
DOYLE, my colleague, and also my col-
league and sponsor, Mr. REICHERT, for 
his leadership on this issue. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
WYNN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1106. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 

ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A BEBE 
MOORE CAMPBELL NATIONAL 
MINORITY MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 134) ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that 
there should be established a Bebe 
Moore Campbell National Minority 
Mental Health Awareness Month to en-
hance public awareness of mental ill-
ness, especially within minority com-
munities, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 134 

Whereas mental illness is one of the lead-
ing causes of disabilities in the United 
States, affecting one out of every four fami-
lies in America and victimizing both those 
with the illness and those who care for and 
love those afflicted; 

Whereas according to the National Alli-
ance for Mentally Ill (NAMI), the direct and 
indirect costs to the workplace resulting 
from mental illness total over $34,000,000 an-
nually; 

Whereas the National Institute of Mental 
Health has reported that many people suffer 
from more than one mental disorder at a 
given time and 45 percent of those with any 
mental disorder meet criteria for two or 
more disorders, with severity strongly re-
lated to comorbidity (including diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, HIV/AIDS, and can-
cer); 

Whereas according to the 1999 Surgeon 
General’s Report on Mental Illness, more 
than 54,000,000 Americans have a mental dis-
order in any given year, although fewer than 
8,000,000 seek treatment; 

Whereas according to the same Surgeon 
General’s Report on Mental Illness, adult 
Caucasians who suffer from depression or an 
anxiety disorder are more likely to receive 
treatment than adult African Americans 
with the same disorders even though the dis-
orders occur in both groups at about the 
same rate, when taking into account socio-
economic factors; 

Whereas according to a report from the Of-
fice of Minority and National Affairs for the 
American Psychiatric Association, although 
mental illness impacts all people, African 
Americans experience a much greater unmet 
need for mental health services and receive a 
lesser quality of care, thereby resulting in 
mental health disparities; 

Whereas the three major brain diseases— 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and depres-
sion—adversely affect the economy, con-
tribute to the rise in incarceration rates, and 
erode the quality of family life of those in-
volved; 

Whereas nearly two-thirds of all people 
with a diagnosable mental illness do not 
seek mental health treatment due to stigma, 
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